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MIDSTORY RELEASES “ASIAN IN OHIO,” A SNAPSHOT OF THE NUANCES OF THE
AAPI EXPERIENCE IN THE MIDWEST

Toledo, Ohio ○ – Midstory is pleased to release an interactive project “asian in ohio,” made possible, in part, by OhioJul 1, 2023
Humanities, a state a�liate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Equity & Access Initiative Fund of the Greater
Toledo Community Foundation.

The project is an interactive gallery of Asian and Asian American individuals who have made Ohio their home, and serves as an
open archive depicting another side of the Midwest story — one often whitewashed and rendered invisible. These in-depth
storytelling features involve extensive ethnographic and data work, and feature interactive multimedia that allow readers to
explore our region in thought-provoking and inspiring ways. The individual narratives reveal a complex range of Asian and Asian
American identities and sense of belonging that often di�er from the mainstream Asian narrative, typically set within East or
West Coast contexts. By challenging perceptions of the Midwest as being flat and homogeneous, “asian in ohio” uncovers the rich
stories that represent the incredible (and growing) richness and diversity of the local communities — the heterogeneous and
diverse facets of which go largely untold. Additionally, the project seeks to dispel the view of a monolithic Asian identity by
exploring thematic findings from our interviews.

Explore the landscape of Ohio region by region, engage with data visualizations and maps and watch compelling video narratives
at www.midstory.org/asian-in-ohio/.

About Midstory: Midstory is a 501(c)(3) non-profit thinkhub that progresses the narrative of the Midwest by incubating bright, diverse and
interdisciplinary thinkers to exchange ideas and envision the future of our region through multimedia storytelling and solutions-oriented research
since its founding in 2018. You can learn more at www.midstory.org.

About Greater Toledo Community Foundation: Greater Toledo Community Foundation is the largest
philanthropic organization serving the Toledo region, including northwest Ohio and southeast Michigan with a
particular emphasis on the greater Toledo area. Since 1973, Greater Toledo Community Foundation has worked
with individuals, families and businesses, assisting them in making e�ective choices that match their
philanthropic interests and needs while creating a better community for generations to come. For more
information, visit toledocf.org/.

About Ohio Humanities: Ohio Humanities is a nonprofit organization that shares stories to spark conversations
and inspire ideas. Ohio Humanities hosts programs and awards grants that support storytellers statewide, from
museums to journalists to documentary filmmakers. Ohio Humanities seeks to connect Ohioans in ways that help
them better understand each other and more thoughtfully engage with the world around them. For more information, visit ohiohumanities.org/.
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